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WHAT A YEAR FOR HENLEY FOOTBALL!
It’s been an exciting and successful year of football at Henley High in 2017. Three 
out of four Henley football teams progressed to the state-wide grand final and 
all students involved represented our school with pride. We will miss our year 12 
students who lead our open teams. We wish you all the best in the future.

YEAR 8/ 9 BOYS
STATEWIDE CHAMPIONS! In a high quality game of football especially in the 
first half, Henley broke the game open in the third and final terms to defeat Sacred 
Heart College in the Year 8/ 9 All Schools Knockout Grand Final by 27 points, 12.6 
(78) to 7.9 (51). 

Our 8/9 squad travelled to Naracoorte for a team building football camp earlier in 
the year. This allowed our squad to gel more as a team and their attitude throughout 
the KO carnival was exceptional. The boys understand they need to work hard over 
the next few years to get the same result in their Open years.  Well done boys!

OPEN BOYS
Our Open Boys squad has raised the bar and set high standards for our younger 
students to aspire to this year. Their commitment, attitude and passion for school 
football has been exceptional and although we fell just short in the dying minutes 
of the state-wide grand final against Prince Alfred College, we are very proud of our 
open boys footballers in 2017. This game was a classic! It will be long remembered 
by the participants and spectators that attended Norwood Oval on Tuesday 28th 
August. The final score was PAC 8.9 (57) defeating Henley 8.4 (52).

Our squad achieved remarkable results to progress to the grand final defeating 
Sacred Heart College in the preliminary final match by 16 points and Nuriootpa 
High by 43 points in the Pool A state-school grand final. We thank all our year 
12 participants who have done an outstanding job leading our group this year 
including captains Jake Weidemann and Mitch Mead. Our future Henley Open Boys 
footballers are inspired by the efforts of our 2017 squad and cannot wait to go one-
step further in 2018. 

GIRLS FOOTBALL 
With all the excitement of the AFL woman’s league, girl’s football at Henley High 
School has significantly grown in popularity. In 2017, we had a spirited and talented 
group of girls lead by their courageous captain Sarah Elfenbein. A goal by Yana 
Krimizi in the last 30 seconds of the Semi Final against St Michaels to progress to the 
final, showed how much belief and determination the group had to win. The Open 
Girls displayed plenty of passion, resilience and fight to progress to the State-Wide 
Grand Final against Sacred Heart at Woodville Oval. On a cold, wet and slippery 
day, the girls fought hard to lead all day only to fall short in the dying minutes by 4 
points. 

This year many of our 8/9 girls had the opportunity to participate in a 6-session 
football program run by Adelaide Crows WAFL captain Chelsea Randall. The girls 
enjoyed working on their skills and had the opportunity to travel to the Adelaide 
Crows training facilities. We are looking at running this program again in 2018 due 
to the popularity of girls’ football at Henley. 

Ben Kane | Specialist Sports Football Manager     (Photos on page 2)
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TERM DATES
TERM ONE
30th January - 13th April

TERM TWO
1st May - 7th July

TERM THREE
24th July - 29th September

TERM FOUR
16th October - 15th December 

STUDENT 
FREE DAYS
MONDAY 16TH OCTOBER

DIARY DATES
THURSDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER
The Evening of Dance

THURSDAY 26TH OCTOBER
Year 12 Graduation

WEDNESDAY 6TH DECEMBER
Year 8 - 11 Celebration

STUDENT ABSENCES
To report a Student absence please report online via our Website or 
phone Student Services on 8355 7014 or 8355 7015.
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DEVELOPING RESILIENCE PROJECT (DPR)
All Middle School parents/caregivers should have received a copy of a survey via email for 
their child. These have either been completed, or will be in the next week. Once the results 
are available, they will be shared with you and as a Middle School Team, we encourage 
you to discuss these with your young person, if you feel it appropriate. Students will have 
access to these results upon completion and collation and will support the DRP team to 
forward plan for the remainder of the program. If there are any particular activities and/or 
guest speakers that you believe may assist or support our DRP in any way, please contact 
Alycia Spencer – Wellbeing Coordinator, Alycia.spencer@henleyhs.sa.edu.au or Trevor 
Cibich – Assistant Principal Middle School, Trevor.cibich@henleyhs.sa.edu.au 

Thank you for your support in this project.

Alycia Spencer | Senior School Mentoring & Wellbeing Coordinator

YOUTH ARTS FESTIVAL 2017

The Port Community Arts Centre Inc                                           
proudly invite you to our 

YOUTH ARTS FESTIVAL 
2017 

To be officially opened by:  

Susan Close MP                                            
Minister for Education and Child Development  

at 6pm on  

Friday Aug 18  

at                                                                
The Packing Shed 

Harts Mill, Mundy St 

Port Adelaide 

OPEN: Aug 19 - Sept 3 2017 

Mon - Fri 11 - 4pm /Sat, Sun 12 - 5pm  
contact: 0449 639 522                          

On Friday 18th August, the opening of the Youth Arts Festival for 2017 was held in the 
exhibition space at the Packing Shed, Harts Mill. The event was officially opened by the 
Minister for Education and Child Development, Susan Close and she was joined by Mark 
Butler and the Mayor of the City of Port Adelaide Enfield, Gary Johansen.

Nine Schools took part in the festival Exhibition with works by students from years 9 to 
12. Henley High School submitted 30 pieces of artwork for the exhibition and we would 
like to congratulate our two award winners, Jazmin Deng (year 11 student) and Olivia Le 
(year 10 student).

Tania Madigan | Arts Coordinator

A MESSAGE FROM FINANCE
Just a reminder to all families that are currently paying directly into our 
bank account, this option will cease from the end of September as our 
account details will change. If you make a payment after this date, your 
payment will bounce and you will need to seek advice from your bank.

Our preferred payment option is the Qkr app as this has many benefits 
including storing your receipt on your phone. Other options are cash, EFT 
or by the school website.

If you have any question, please contact the Finance Office on 8355 7011.

Lorren Atwell | Finance Manager
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SAFE SCHOOLS ANTI-BULLYING INITIATIVE,  
CHILD PROTECTION CURRICULUM, SHINE SA 
PROGRAM EXPLAINED
At Henley High School, we are committed to the wellbeing, inclusion and acceptance of 
all students. We respect that we can be diverse in our values and beliefs and we aim to 
create an even safer and more positive environment for all students, free of judgment and 
discrimination. 

The recent announcement of Henley High becoming a 'Safe School' is with the aim to extend 
this inclusion and acceptance of LGBTI students within our school community. 

Recently in the media there has been a lot of discussion around the various Sexual Health and 
Relationships programs that exist, and how they are delivered in schools. We wish to explain 
to parents/caregivers and the wider community how these fit into our broad anti-bullying 
programs at Henley High School.

Safe Schools Anti-Bullying Initiative 

Henley High School is a member of the Safe Schools Anti-Bullying Initiative. This Initiative is funded by the Department of 
Education and Child Development, and replaces our previous membership in the federally funded Safe Schools Coalition. The 
Safe Schools Anti-Bullying Initiative helps principals, teachers and students to support gender and sexual diversity in schools. 
Safe Schools is not a school subject in the curriculum. Safe Schools provides professional development, advice and support to 
school staff, and opportunities for student leadership. 

Henley High School makes a commitment to a school environment that does not tolerate 
homophobic, biphobic or transphobic bullying, and that is safe and inclusive for the whole 
school community. Every child has the right to feel safe and the right to education. 

For more information, visit: https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/supporting-students/health-e-safety-
and-wellbeing/safe-schools 

Our Bullying & Harassment Policy supports this, which can be found on our website http://www.
henleyhs.sa.edu.au/section/student-services/bullying-harassment-policy 

Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum

This curriculum is mandated by DECD (all students in government schools must do it), and teaches students to:

- Recognise abuse and tell a trusted adult about it

- Understand what is appropriate and inappropriate touching

- Understand ways of keeping themselves safe

This curriculum has been developed by child protection experts and experienced educators from South Australian schools and 
preschools, and is covered in our school by participation in the Shine SA program. 

For more information visit: https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/teaching/curriculum-and-teaching/keeping-safe-child-protection-
curriculum 

Shine SA Program

The Shine SA program is a major focus of Henley High School’s health programs 
at years 8, 9 and 10.

Shine SA is a sexual health organisation based in South Australia that focusses 
on providing information and support to people in the area of sexual health. The 
school programs have been developed by teachers, in consultation with health 
professionals.

Its focus is on teaching positive and respectful relationships with all students. 
Henley High School is a Shine SA Focus School, meaning that Home Economics 
(Health) teachers are trained to deliver the course.

Letters are sent home before students begin the course, which outline the topics to be covered. We certainly welcome any 
questions regarding the program, and are happy to provide families with the resources we use upon request. 

Lessons never focus on the “how to” of sexual activity. Nor are the teacher’s personal opinion expressed in any of the topics 
covered. It is about health, safety and respectful relationships which align with our school values. For more information, please 
visit: https://www.shinesa.org.au/ 
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SAFE SCHOOLS DAY 
On Tuesday the 15th of August, a group of Henley High 
School students and teachers attended an action day as part 
of the Safe Schools Anti-Bullying Initiative organised by the 
Department for Education and SHINE SA. We met with other 
students and staff around SA to share ideas, support and 
resources for same sex attracted and gender diverse students, 
staff and families. Students participated in two different 
workshops which discussed issues the LGBTIQ community 
face, successful queer people and watched a documentary on 
a Transgender Aboriginal woman. They were also given the 
opportunity to interview her. My personal highlight of the day 
was Education Minister Susan Close giving a speech in which 
she pledged her support of the LGBTIQ community and the 
Safe Schools Coalition. Interacting with other schools and 
students throughout the day further verified the importance 
of Henley High School joining the Coalition and ensuring the 
safety and wellbeing of the LGBTIQ community.

Sarah Beagley | Student Executive

Other programs and groups

In our efforts to achieve an inclusive learning environment for all, and in accordance with the Australian Curriculum, we are always 
working on new initiatives to promote the inclusiveness and acceptance of all students. 

• Developing Resilience Project (DRP)

Henley High School also provides a Developing Resilience Project (DRP) for its Middle School (Year 8 & 9) students. This occurs 
once a week in a Mentor Group setting. Topics covered in DRP include a variety of resilience building, team work, problem 
solving and communication activities. This knowledge can then be transferred to acknowledgement and acceptance of diverse 
groups within our school and in turn, reducing the amount of bullying and harassment that occurs. We encourage all students to 
speak to their families about all areas of their learning. 

• Cultural Room

At the beginning of this term, the Leadership Team created a Cultural Room that can be used by all. The room is yet to be 
named, but can be utilised for prayer, student wellbeing meetings, cultural events, and respects that we can be diverse in our 
values and beliefs. This space has been created to be a safe and positive environment for those who use it, free of judgment 
and discrimination.

Alycia Spencer | Senior School Mentoring & Wellbeing Coordinator
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LITERACY AND NUMERACY UPDATE
Supporting students to continually develop their skills in literacy and numeracy in all subject areas is a key priority at Henley High 
School. Students and teachers are doing great work every day in their subject areas. This Literacy and Numeracy Update shines 
a spotlight onto some innovative approaches in English and provides information about the upcoming Progressive Assessment 
Testing. 

Spotlight on English

This year at Henley High School, the English Faculty has been working towards developing the literacy skills and resilience of 
the students. This has led to the adoption of the COPS editing process in all English classes to teach students resilience and 
problem solving skills. 

COPS stands for;

C Capital letters
Students need to check that they have used capital letters for the start of sentences, 
names and titles

O Oral Reading/ Organisation

Students need to read their written work aloud. If it doesn’t sound right, then it isn’t 
right and they need to correct their sentence structure. And, they need to check that 
their writing has been organised in the correct way for the text type (e.g. essay format, 
report format or letter).

P Punctuation
Students need to check that they have used the correct punctuation in their text. This 
includes full stops, commas and question marks.

S Spelling 
Students need to check that there aren’t any spelling errors in their work, and then 
they need to fix them.

Students need to complete the COPS editing process before they submit their drafts to their teachers, who will then identify 
further errors and provide feedback on how the students can improve their work. Students need to learn how to fix the errors, 
using dictionaries and problem solving skills. If a teacher ‘fixes’ the work, a student is not learning anything and they will not 
improve their writing or comprehension skills.

In addition to this, we have begun a Silent Reading program, whereby all English students from Years 8 – 11, will choose 
independent reading material and undertake a minimum of 10 minutes silent reading at the start of each lesson. This is due to 
evidence from research that tells us that the most powerful way that we can improve our reading and comprehension skills is 
by reading more and more often. In conjunction with our new Literacy and Numeracy Coordinator, we will be using this time to 
further develop students’ comprehension skills with a series of activities that are designed to improve the reading abilities of 
students. 

Upcoming Progressive Achievement Testing (PAT)

To measure growth in literacy and numeracy, students will be sitting the PAT-R (Progressive Achievement Test in Reading) and 
PAT-M (Progressive Achievement Test in Mathematics) tests during weeks 8-10 of this term. 

Why do schools use PAT tests?

• They provide a measure of student achievement in each learning area.

• There is a common achievement scale for all tests within a learning area (PAT scale scores allow teachers to compare 
achievement on the tests within each learning area regardless of year level and the specific test completed and to monitor 
progress over time).

• They are mapped to the Australian Curriculum.

• They provide overall descriptions of the types of skills mastered and those still to be developed, based on test performance.

• They can be used to inform teaching and learning and to assist in planning effective and targeted learning programs and 
interventions where needed.

Combined with the NAPLAN and other sources of school achievement data, the PAT-R and PAT-M tests provide crucial information 
to support the learning of the young people at Henley High School. We look forward to providing updates in relation to literacy 
and numeracy at Henley High School in future additions. 

Natasha Woodcock |  English Coordinator

Andrew Sayers | Mathematics Coordinator

Ben Heathcote | Literacy and Numeracy Coordinator
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STAGE 1 CHILD STUDIES
For Stage 1 Child Studies we were given a Research Task 
to investigate: Are parents sharing stories and reading with 
their children to develop their speech, early reading skills and 
relationships?

We learnt a lot about the benefits of reading to children so we took 
up the opportunity to read to children from ages 3-5 at the local 
kindergarten. The purpose was to create a story and tell it to them 
in an interesting way, providing the opportunity for the children 
to develop their speech, early reading skills and relationships. 
Numerous year 11 Henley students commented on the positive 
change in the children’s behaviour once starting their book with 
the children.  Here are some comments from my classmates on 
how they found the experience: 

 "The local pre-schoolers began to engage in our chosen books that we were reading and began conversation regarding the 
storylines" 

 "It was good because it was a practical activity and having done the research prior to the experience it was comfortable having 
existing knowledge" - Jess & Lily

 "It was enlightening seeing the enthusiasm of children about reading books" – Geekita

Ana Kotlar | Stage 1 Child Studies with Ms Farrier 

SLC WORK EXPERIENCE
On Wednesdays, we have been going to Minda Seaton Park for work experience. We catch the bus from school to Grange 
Railway Station. Then we catch the train to Seaton Park. This is the first time I have been on a train. 

We have been packaging quince paste and fig paste. So far we have done about 2, 000 packets each time! I enjoy going to work 
but when I get back to school I am very tired.        

Harvey Richards  |  SLC Student
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BASEBALL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS
From July 29th to August 6th, I competed in the Under 17 Senior League Baseball World Series 
held in South Carolina, Easley to represent Australia. This opportunity was granted to a team in 
Australia that successfully won the National Australian Baseball Championships earlier in the year. 
During this tournament we played 4 games in total against some high quality opposition in Latin 
America, Europe-Africa, Caribbean and Asia Pacific. These games were extremely challenging and 
competitive and overall we won 2 games but just fell short of the International Championship 
game which left us a respectable 3rd in standings. The whole tournament was such a life learning 
experience as I met a range of new people within the community, opposition and my existing 
teammates which I can now consider as mates forever.                                                                               

Callum Park | Student

AUSTRALIAN JUNIOR CANOE TEAM
Jesse Ellis (Year 10 student) was selected to compete in the Australian 
Junior Canoe Sprint Team at the Junior and U23 World Championships 
in Pitesti, Romania at the end of July. He spent a week at an intensive 
training camp in Queensland where he was selected to paddle in the 
k4 500 m race. He then went to Solnok in Hungary for a further 2 weeks 
training and finally to Romania for 5 days of competition against the 
best athletes from 70 other countries. 

Jesses' team paddled well in the heat to make it through to the 
semifinals. In the semi they came a close 3rd missing an A final by a 
fraction of a second. They raced in the B final coming an impressive 5th 
giving the Aussie team an international ranking of 14th. Jesse was the 
youngest team member racing above his age group. Congratulations 
Jesse. 

Jarrod Gillings | Athlete Support Manager 

BADMINTON
Keith Edison a Year 12 student here at Henley High School represented 
South Australia in the Under 19's National Badminton Championship 
which was held in Adelaide.  Keith come out as champion in the Boys 
Singles making him the No. 1 in Australia for 2017.  This is the second 
time Keith has won this title.  It was a tournament held over 8 days 
starting with the team events playing in all categories then followed 
by the individual tournament.  He has been selected to represent 
Australia in the World Juniors.

Jarrod Gillings | Athlete Support Manager

SSP DANCE – SYDNEY DANCE COMPANY 
WORKSHOP AND PERFORMANCE
Earlier this term, three of our senior SSP Dance students participated in a 
workshop with Sydney Dance Company.  Caprice Waldron, Abbey Harby 
and Laura Thomas were taken through a challenging contemporary class 
and then learnt repertoire from the company’s current work, “Frame of 
Mind.”  This incredible experience was made even more valuable as the 
entire SSP Dance class went to watch “Frame of Mind” later in the week 
at Her Majesty’s Theatre.  The performance was a double bill, the first 
half a new work by South Australian choreographer, Gabrielle Nankivel, 
the second a work by the company’s Artistic Director, Rafael Bonachela.  
Both choreographers appeared on stage before their piece to discuss 
the choreographic process behind their work, and company dancers also 
spoke to the students about their life as professional dancers.  A thoroughly 
enjoyable and inspiring experience for our students.  

Laura Eitel | Dance and Drama Teacher

Caprice, Abbey and Laura with company dancers.
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OPEN GIRLS BASKETBALL ARE STATE CHAMPIONS
The finals of the Secondary School Sport South Australia (SSSSA) Open Basketball Championships ‘Pool A’ were held at Wayville 
Sports Centre on Wednesday 16th of August 2017.

A huge congratulations to the Open Girls team who have won Henley High School’s first Open ‘Pool A’ medal. This was an 
outstanding effort considering the level of competition and number of games played.

The Open Team of students:

Year 9 Lily Zbierski

Year 10 Eliza Joynes and Mikayla Sheffield

Year 11 Sienna Foreman, Abbey Mugford, Chloe Purvis and Sydney Wright

Year 12 Tia Bails, Britney Koziura, Chelsey Warnest and Olivia Wormald 
Defeated Tenison Woods 51-30 and St. Aloysius 51-27 in the first two 
games. The girls then had a shock loss to Immanuel 15-44 in their last round 
game for the day. This loss provided the motivation for the girls who ended 
up finishing 4th before the cross-over semi-finals where the girls faced the 
top seed in Cabra. The girls survived a nail biting Semi winning 33-29. In the 
other Semi, Immanuel faced Tenison Woods where the later progressed.

In the Grand Final, the girls took a lot of confidence and enthusiasm from the 
Semi-final win to produce another outstanding team performance, running 
out winners 57-43. A special mention to the girls that were unavailable 
for selection due to injury in Kerry-Ann Rankine and Erykah Jennette who 
played an integral part in qualifying the girls for the finals competition.

The girls now look forward to representing the state at the National Schools Competition in Melbourne later this year.

On another note, the Open Boys team should be congratulated on their performance finishing the carnival in 3rd position. 
Once again Henley is the best public school for Basketball in both the Open Boys and Girls. We were the only state ‘non private’ 
school in attendance on the day and the school should be very proud of both team’s achievements. 

Chad Winstanley | PE Curriculum Coordinator - SSP Basketball Manager & SS Mentor

STATE FOOTBALL REPRESENTATIVES
In the last couple of months we have had 7 Boys represent the State in AFL. 

Jack Lukosius, Izak Rankine and Jackson Edwards played in U18’s in Geelong, Melbourne and Adelaide.  

Callum Park, Jackson Mead, Riley Davis and Tex Dowdell played in U16’s in Perth, Gold Coast and Brisbane.

Well done boys!

Ben Kane | Specialist Sports Football Manager   
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STUDENT EXECUTIVE WELCOMES OUR NEW 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
Throughout the term so far, Student Executive have been working hard to make sure the new international students feel welcome 
and a part of the Henley High School community. In Week 1, to ensure their transition into our school was as fluid as possible, we 
ran school tours to familiarise the 40 new students with the school campus. It allowed the international students to gain a student 
perspective of the school and we were able to answer any questions they had. A few days later we joined them on an excursion 
to Henley Square to further build relationships. 

In week 3, we hosted a meeting with all of the new students where they were able to share their experiences so far as well as 
have the opportunity to raise any issues they were facing. All of the students had settled well, but they were struggling with a 
few changes such as the pace in which we speak, the terminology we use in everyday conversations and in the classrooms, but 
in particular, the international students were finding it hard to make local friends. We want to keep encouraging Henley High  
School students to welcome these new students into their groups, whether that be in classrooms or at break times. Student 
Executive will be holding another meeting with these students in week 6 in hope of these issues being resolved. We want to 
ensure everybody is continuing to enjoy their time at Henley High School.

Mackenzy Richardson  |  Student Executive

JAY PRITZKER ACADEMY 
Five weeks have passed so quickly. Here we are together at this farewell 
dinner having to say goodbye. First of all, I would like to say a huge thank 
you to everyone for your contributions to our wonderful stay and new 
experiences. Five weeks ago, we had no idea what Adelaide had to offer, 
but now there are so many new ideas that flow into our minds. There are 
always fond memories attached to the beach, the zoo, the markets, and other 
places we went to. The laughter and the interactions with friendly people 
around us always makes our days complete and memorable. Many thanks 
to the homestays for providing us a warm and loving place to live in (We 
definitely feel comfortable here). We have also captured countless, amazing 
experiences from the many places we went to. You have turned a place 
that is strange for us to a place where we forever want to stay. You all take 
significant responsibilities over our well-being and making us feel at home 
from day to day. I want to especially thank my host family and my host mum, 
Cathy, for giving me courage and support during those days that I needed 
my family most. Thank you to Ms. Astrid, Ms. Mandy, Ms. Bond, Mr. Mayfield, 
and many other teachers and Henley High School staff for your support and 
care. A huge shout out to the buddies, both home and school! Thank you 
guys for spending your precious time with us and helping us learn about the 
new learning environment here. This is an unforgettable experience in which 
we all get to try new food, unfamiliar lessons in class, and new sources of 
entertainment. Also, a shout out to Jay Pritzker Academy (JPA) for selecting, 
organising, and sending all seven of us all the way to Adelaide to live a 
memorable summer of a life time where some of us never dreamed of before. 
Last but not least, thanks to my JPA friends for taking a part in my summer 
experiences and I sure do enjoy spending time with all of you. Thank you 
everyone! 

Rasi Hai | Year 9 Student, Jay Pritzker Academy Cambodia 
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT REFLECTION BY 
TETSUYA HAYASHI - JAPAN
Hi, my name is Tetsuya Hayashi. I am 17 years old and from Osaka, Japan. I’ve 
been here in Adelaide and at Henley High School for one year (24th July 2016 – 
9th July 2017). The purpose of my studying abroad in Adelaide was to learn and 
improve my English. When I came here, I could not understand English at all. But, 
I tried to understand and speak English over and over. One year later, I think my 
English has improved so far. That is my one of the achievements of my studying 
abroad. Furthermore, I made many local friends and international friends. Henley 
High School has more than 100 international students who are from all over the 
world. That is amazing. Everyone was being nice and friendly to me. Now, I just 
cannot believe what english I understand what teachers say in a class and when I 
hang out with my friends every weekend. That is because of my friends, teachers 
and host family, they helped me a lot. I can’t count how many people helped me. 
They made my English better with talking. They made me happy all the time. In 
other words, they created my Australian life. 

I made a great decision which is studying abroad in Adelaide, Australia. And, 
Henley High School is really good school to learn English and other stuff. You 
should come to Henley High!!! That would be good. Most students seem to 
enjoy their school life. I enjoyed it too because of them. I am sure that this 
experience will be the part of my precious my life. The most important thing is 
KEEP RUNNING. Because, if you’re keep running, you can find a new way. That 
WAY could be a new discovery that you need. I guess life is shorter than I think. 
So, I don’t want to waste time. Otherwise, I would miss important moment in my 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT REFLECTION BY 
GABRIELE ANASTOPOULOS - SWITZERLAND
For the three years prior to my arrival in Australia I was dreaming about this mythical country. Dreaming about pet kangaroos 
and cute bears chilling in the trees. I imagined my main form of transport to be a surfboard and that lessons would take place 
on the beach. I was scared that I would be served vegemite for breakfast, lunch and tea or be the victim of an engine failure in 
the middle of the outback. My mum was obviously freaking out about sharks, crocodiles, snakes and strictly prohibited me to 
go swimming while my sister was more worried that a head-sized spider would slip in my suitcase on my way back. I clearly only 
packed bathers and a pair of slides.

life. 

Finally, I want to thank all the people I’ve met in Australia. Why I came here is to say “G’DAY MATE” not “GOODBYE”. I am 
so sad that I have to go back to Japan but I really appreciate everything. And, I am looking forward to meeting them again. I 
never forget these awesome memories and awesome friends. THANK YOU!!!

Tetsuya Hayashi | Study Abroad Student, Osaka Japan 

Upon my arrival I was surprised, a few things were different as 
what I imagined. First of all, it was a pretty cold and rainy month 
of July, also I was picked up by people driving a pretty normal 
car and not a ute nor riding kangaroos. They were actually 
speaking English and not Australian as I was expecting.

A few days after my arrival I went to school for the first time 
and really enjoyed it, teachers here are very friendly and actually 
enjoy their job. I really like the senior centre, it’s a nice place to 
study or relax.

I was lucky enough to be able to travel all over Australia during 

this year, from Melbourne to Darwin, through Canberra and Sydney I have seen a lot of wonderful places. My favourite trip 
however was a weekend in Renmark with friends camping and water-skiing. During that weekend I really got to experience the 
Aussie way of life and met heaps of friendly people.

Thinking about leaving feels strange, it feels like I haven’t been home for ages and that I’ve only been here for a month. I’m pretty 
sure that I’ll come back one day, wherever it is just for holidays, studies or work, I’ll come back.

Gabriele Anastopoulos | Student Swiss Canton de Vaude, Switzerland 
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